
Photo by Keagan 
Hope-Johnstone



PAGE 2 RIVERWOOD COLLEGE 2 FEBRUARY 2024

Message from Mr. Anton 
Immelman

There are four features that 
make our school unique.  For 
me, the most significant is our 
cultural diversity.  We are truly 
representative of our beautiful 
country, with many cultures 
represented in our learner and 
staff body.  
The second is our beautiful 
campus.  The park-like surroun-
dings make it an ideal place for 
teaching and learning.  Running 
through the heart of the 
campus, the Dorpspruit reminds 
us of our close relationship to 
nature. We are blessed with vast 
green spaces.
Thirdly, our school has a rich 
history of dedicated, quality 
educators.  Our teaching staff, 
with a healthy mix of experience 
and youth in their ranks, is 
deeply committed to their 
profession and their pupils. 
Our excellent Matric pass 
rate is evidence of the quality 
education we pride ourselves 
on.
Finally, our unique positioning 

as a combined school means 
families can find a quality 
education for their children 
of all ages and the transition 
between Primary and High 
school is seamless.  This creates 
a stable environment for our 
pupils, where the consistency in 
ethos and approach to learning 
creates a firm foundation for a 
successful school career.
We embrace this new chapter 
with the full confidence that 
our school and its rich learning 
environment is the best place 
for our pupils to be educated.
Anton Immelman

Message from Mr. Jan-Hendrik 
van Tonder

It’s been a long journey.  Many 
years and numerous meetings 
later, our two schools have 
finally merged - joining forces 
for the greater good.
This was in the best interests 
of Gert Maritz and Voortrekker 
schools, being neighbours on 
the same campus. A beautiful 
city-side campus with three 
schools, serving from Grade 
RRR to Matric could not 
continue as it did before. In 
the spirit of transformation 
and realizing the demographic 
changes in Pietermaritzburg, 
our schools had to adapt.
We are resilient, being the 
only school in the KwaZu-
lu-Natal Midlands offering both 
Afrikaans and English as home 
languages. Riverwood College 
represents the true South 
African demography where 
children from different cultures 
can play freely, learning from 
each other and celebrating 
their diversity. There’s much to 
celebrate at Riverwood College 

and I look forward to our 
positive contribution to the City 
of Choice.
Jan-Hendrik van Tonder

Tel: 033 394 6541 Email: info@windowanddoor.co.za
111 Greyling Street, Pietermaritzburg Web: www.windowanddoor.co.za

SUPPLIERS OF: 
- WINDOW FRAMES 
- DOORS & FRAMES 
- WINDOW & DOOR HARDWARE 
- SLIDING & FOLDING DOORS 
- SHOWER DOORS 
- FRENCH DOORS 
- GARAGE DOORS & HARDWARE

SUPPLY & INSTALLATION OF:
-  PATIO DOORS / FOLDING DOORS
-  VERANDAH ENCLOSURES
-  SHOWER ENCLOSURES - FRAMED/

FRAMELESS
-  GARAGE DOORS & AUTOMATIONS
- INDUSTRIAL ROLLER DOORS
-  ALUMINIUM WINDOWS & DOORS

HOMES, OFFICES, SHOPS, FACTORIES & SCHOOLS

WE SERVICE & REPAIR THE ABOVE
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Congratulations to
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Introducing Riverwood: An exciting new chapter
Sharon Dell
Since August, when the 
Department of Basic Education 
approved the merger of 
Voortrekker High School 
with its campus cousins Gert 
Maritz Primary and Siembamba 
Pre-Primary, a key preoccupation 
for principal Anton Immelman 
has been how best to honour the 
school’s legacy.
“Voortrekker has a proud and 
unique past. Although we are 
moving into a new era, under a 
new name, we do not want to 
negate the school’s heritage or 
erase its history. On the contrary, 
we want to acknowledge it,” says 
Immelman.
As part of what has been called 
The Vories Legacy Project, a 
Legacy Centre and Museum has 
been established in an expansive 
wing in the original school 
building. The centre is already 
home to a collection of prized 
memorabilia, including two large 
portraits of Voortrekker leader 
Andries Pretorius and a large 
school crest bearing the motto: 
Aanhou wen (Keep winning).
“It’s a place for school reunions 
and other gatherings, where 
people formerly associated with 
the school can feel welcome,” 
Immelman says. Plans for a 
reunion to commemorate what 
would have been the school’s 
centenary in 2027 are already 
underway.
A carefully-planned Voortrekker 
closing ceremony took place on 20 
October. Nine simulated cannon 
shots rang out to mark nine 
decades of the school’s existence; 
the school flag was lowered for 
the last time and walked across 
the school’s iconic sky bridge – 
now renamed The Vorie Bridge 
– into the museum; and an ode 
to the institution was crafted 
and recited by long-serving staff 
member Elmarie Schreuder.
Half celebration, half memorial, 
the closing ceremony was a 
moving tribute to a still-proud 
school that now enters a new 
era under a brand new name, 
Riverwood College, chosen by the 
pupils, staff and current parents 
of all three schools. 
A new identity
“Riverwood College is a new 
school with an identity that more 
accurately reflects the values 
and aspirations of a diverse 
and modern South Africa,” says 
Immelman. 
Although they shared a campus 
and operated in close proximity, 
the three schools were previously 
separate educational entities with 
their own administrative systems, 
budgets, rules and entrance 
requirements. More significantly, 
perhaps, each had a different 
history, ethos and identity – all of 
which have been fiercely guarded, 
making the job of unification far 
more than a simple technical 
matter.
Sporadic merger talks among 
the three schools pre-date the 
current terms of both Immelman 

and Gert Maritz principal Jan 
Hendrik van Tonder. Both of them, 
including current Sprouts head 
Irmarie Van der Westhuizen, saw 
the financial and practical merits 
of a more streamlined system. An 
official application for the amalga-
mation was finally approved in 
August.
Van Tonder says the new insti-
tution will serve as a “one-stop 
shop” for learners who can start 
in Grade RRR and go all the way to 
matric in the same school.

The school will also be the only 
combined school in Pieterma-
ritzburg and the KZN Midlands to 
offer Afrikaans as a first additional 
language – a unique feature that 
makes the school an attractive 
choice for local Afrikaans families 
and those relocating from 
provinces beyond KZN. 
“This needs to be a new South 
African school and it needs to 
stand for the demographics. But 
it is also still a place where the 
Afrikaner child can come and is 
able to speak their language in a 
classroom,” says Van Tonder. 
A school which made a statement
Founded in 1927 as a school for 
Afrikaans-speaking children, 
Voortrekker flourished as a 
regional Afrikaans hub. No 
expense was spared in the 
construction of the imposing 
buildings that make up the 
current Voortrekker High School 
to which the high school moved 
in 1949, leaving its primary school 
behind in the CBD. 
“If you look at photos of the school 
when it opened, you can see it 
was making a statement,” says 
Immelman. The core of the school 
was a three-storey edifice on a 
prime piece of land that stood on 
the edge of the city.
As the school expanded, an 
administration wing was built in 
1977. “It was state of the art, with 
underfloor heating and towering 
columns, linked to the original 
building through the expansive 
sky bridge which makes it archi-
tecturally unique,” he says. 
As the Afrikaans population in 
the city grew, Gert Maritz was 
established in the mid-1960s 
in the centre of town.  By 1992, 
however, the city’s Afrikaner 
population had started to decline, 
and the government ordered Gert 
Maritz to consolidate its high 

school with Voortrekker. 
In 1997, Gert Maritz Primary School 
relocated to the Voortrekker 
campus and opened in the repur-
posed Voortrekker girls’ hostel. 
Three years later, Siembamba, 
then an independent pre-primary 
school, also relocated to the 
campus. 
Introducing English
Despite this consolidation, 
Afrikaner learner numbers at 
Voortrekker continued to decline, 
as some parents opted to send 

their children to English-medium, 
often private, schools. 
In 2009, a decision was made to 
turn Voortrekker into a parallel-
medium school. The same 

decision was taken by Gert Maritz 
in 2014.
In his third year at the helm, in the 
interests of continued growth, 
Immelman pushed for even more 
change: the addition of isiZulu as 
a first additional language. 
A well-hidden gem
Today, of the 740 children in 
the high school, there are still 
approximately 120 first-language 
Afrikaans children and the school 
has a demographic profile very 
different to that envisaged by its 
original founders.
“If you go out now at break time 
you will see the real South Africa 
… I’m proud of that. We are one of 
the most diverse schools in the 
city,” says Immelman. 
That diversity is also one of the 
strengths of Gert Maritz. 
Van Tonder describes the primary 
school as a “well-hidden gem” 
that the merger will allow to shine 
more brightly. 
As current principal of Gert 
Maritz, the son of one of its 
former principals, and an old 
boy of both Gert Maritz Primary 
and Voortrekker High School, 
Van Tonder says he is excited 
about what is coming. “I tell the 
parents who come and interview 
me: ‘If you want your child in an 
Afrikaans class, here is where you 
come; there’s nowhere else. Dit is 
die plek’.”
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As ‘n oud-Vorie (2001-2004) en 
huidige Afrikaans Huistaalon-
derwyser (2013-), kan ek met 
sekerheid sê dat Afrikaans wel 
behoue by ons splinternuwe 
Riverwood College (2024-) sal bly. 
Gegewe die diepgaande en ryke 
tradisies in verband met die ou 
Voortrekkerjare, vanaf 1927 tot 
2023, sal Afrikaans nog steeds 
hier voortleef en voortbou vir 
hulle wat volg en aanhou wen vir 
die volgende geslagte. 
Afrikaans moet wel met moderne 
neigings en onderstrominge tred 
hou; dus sal ons Afrikaans aanhou 
bou en groei soos ons samelewing 
met die tye verander. Tans bied 
Riverwood College Afrikaans 
Huis- en Eerste Addisionele Taal 
vanaf graad 8 tot 12 aan. Daar is 
een Huistaalklas en twee Eerste 
Addisionele Taalklasse per graad, 
met meer as genoeg geleenthede 
in die akademiese en kulturele 
sfeer om met selfvertroue, in 
Afrikaans, die toekoms aan te 
pak. 
Volgens die Handwoordeboek 
van die Afrikaanse Taal (HAT) 
is Afrikaans ‘n taal met Neder-
lands as basis, maar wat onder 
die invloed van veranderende 
omstandighede en verskillende 
uit- en inheemse tale tot ‘n 
onafhanklike taal in Suid-Afrika 
ontwikkel het. Dus vereenselwig 
ons Afrikaans, as vak en taal, 

met die ander kulture en tale in 
ons nuwe skool om tesame in die 
toekoms vorentoe te beweeg – as 
een gemeenskaplike en geïnte-
greerde skool. Kom ons staan 
saam as een gemeenskap en 
beweeg saam vorentoe. Forward. 
Phambili. 
*Net vir interessantheid om 
die gemeenskaplikheid tussen 
Afrikaans en Engels uit te wys – 

ons het meer in gemeen as wat 
julle dink, hiermee die volgende 
gedig wat in beide tale gelees kan 
word: 

My Stories Begin As Letters

My pen is my wonderland. 
Word water in my hand. 
In my pen is wonder ink. 
Stories sing. Stories sink. 

My stories loop. My stories stop. 
My pen is my wonder mop. 
Drink letters. Drink my ink. 
My pen is blind. My stories blink. 

Mag Riverwood College kragtig 
bly voortvloei en ons sterk bly 
voortrek soos die Voortrekkers 
van ouds!

Mev. Carmia Korsten

REMEMBER

L P GAS

ELECTRICAL

TEL 033-386-5005

ELECTRI-SALES

TO

082-555-7570

FOR

&

REMEMBER

ADMIN2@ELECTRISALES.CO.ZA
83 Gladys Manzi Rd, Mkondeni

WE REFILL

WE DELIVER !

ALL SIZES

Wishing Riverwood College Wishing Riverwood College 
everything of the best with everything of the best with 

this new endeavor.this new endeavor.

COURSES AVAILABLE IN SELF STUDY, 
FULL TIME OR RPL

Contact us on 033 342 0481 or 073 217 1107 for bookings 
or more information.

258 Boshoff Street, Central, Pietermaritzburg
info@sales.co.za

PFTC ACCREDITED
FIREARM TRAINING FOR SELF DEFENCE OR  

BUSINESS PURPOSES

Afrikaans gaan vorentoeAfrikaans gaan vorentoe
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55 Albert Wessels Drive
Riverside Industrial

Newcastle
2940

Tel.:  +27 (0) 34 3758131

By Elbe Nixon
New beginnings are exciting 
and terrifying in equal 
measure. 
During my 20 years of teaching 
at this school there have been 
many such beginnings, some 
personal and some on a broader 
scale. My teaching career 
began at Voortrekker High 
School and in those days it was 
an Afrikaans medium school 
only. Changing demogra-
phics led to it becoming a 
dual medium school in 2009. 
Learner numbers increased 
and the school continued to 
provide good results and send 
well-balanced individuals into 
the community. 
Last year saw the completion 
of a longer process in the 
amalgamation of Voortrekker 
High School and Gert Maritz 
Primary School. This year 
sees the much-anticipated 
launch of Riverwood College. 
Riverwood College could prove 
that old adage true, in that the 
more things change, the more 
they stay the same. The school 
buildings are the same, barring 
maintenance changes and the 
staff still strives to fulfill their 

roles as educators. 
According to Shakes-
peare, “A rose by any other 
name still smells as sweet”. 
Voortrekker High School has 
been a prominent school in 

Pietermaritzburg during its 
96 years’ tenure. Riverwood 
College grows from this solid 
foundation. It is a school where 
learners are taught something 
new every day. It is a place 

where learners are encou-
raged to dream big and to 
attain their academic, cultural 
and sporting goals. 
This is a wonderful new 
beginning.

Riverwood College grows from a solid foundationRiverwood College grows from a solid foundation
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In the heart of learning at 
Riverwood College, a charming 
phenomenon is taking place – 
the blossoming of our Sprouts, 
the Grade RRR to Grade R 
pupils. These little ones, with 
their bright eyes and infectious 
enthusiasm, are the adorable 
architects of the future, 
crafting the foundation for 
their academic journey in the 
most delightful way. 
The Sprouts embody the spirit 
of growth and exploration. 
Nestled in their corner of the 
campus, they are the cute 
factor that infuses joy into the 

playground and classroom. 
Their laughter echoes through 
the campus, and their tiny 
footsteps leave imprints 
of curiosity that signal the 
promise of a thriving educa-
tional community.
In the Sprouts’ world, every toy 
becomes a tool for learning 
and each game transforms 
into a lesson. Their play is a 
carefully curated curriculum 
that introduces them to the 
wonders of language, numbers, 
and social interaction. Through 
these activities, the Sprouts 
seamlessly weave the threads 

of knowledge, creativity and 
social skills into the fabric of 
their education.
The teachers at Riverwood 
College are the gardeners of 
these young minds, nurturing 
the Sprouts with patience, 
kindness and a deep unders-
tanding of the importance of 
early childhood education. 
Their commitment to creating 

a vibrant learning atmosphere 
ensures that the Sprouts not 
only bloom, but flourish, ready 
to take on the challenges that 
lie ahead.
As these little ones grow and 
transition to the higher grades 
at Riverwood College, they 
carry with them the seeds of 
curiosity, resilience and a love 
of learning.

28 Blackbarrow Rd, Hayfi elds Mall, Pietermaritzburg 
Southgate Mall, 398 Andrew Zondo Road, 

Amanzimtoti
2 Gus Brown Road, Warner Beach

Shop 14, Monument Mall, Cnr Voortrekker & Shannon 
Road, Monument, Krugersdorp

Nurturing the future Nurturing the future 
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Accounting, Taxation, Independent Reviews
Financial Reports & Management Reports

Tax Returns (Payroll, Income Tax, Vat)
Sole Prop, Schools, NPO, Pty (Ltd) & Individuals

OFFICE 8 BUNTINE HOUSE
151 PIETERMARITZ STREET
PIETERMARITZBURG, 3201
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May it be filled with inspiring 
lessons, joyful learning,

and remarkable achievements.

Message from the head boy, 
Vuyo Tshingana  

My name is Vuyo Tshingana 
and as the first headboy of 
Riverwood College, I am 
nothing short of honored to 
have been entrusted with such 
a role. It is really exciting to be 
able to lead a completely new 
school and the transition from 
Voortrekker High School to 
Riverwood College provides us 
with so many opportunities to 
lead the school into the right 
direction. 

Being headboy this year means 
I am given the opportunity to 
showcase my leadership skills 
and acts of service towards my 
school. It means working with 
nobility and integrity to set an 
example for the learners who 
look up to me and to be a visual 
representation of Riverwood 
College.

I will do my best to honor the 
new school name.

Thank you

Message from the head girl, 
Liza Kruger

To be made head girl of your 
school is an immense honour, 
but to be the first one at a 
brand new school makes this 
honour even more meaningful. 
I obviously have a lot of 
sentimental attachment 
to Voortrekker as well as 
Gert-Maritz, and it is difficult 
to close that chapter of rich 
history. However, we are now 
in a position where we get to 
learn from the past, take the 
many good parts of it and lay 
the foundation for something 
that will last for generations 
to come. This rare oppor-
tunity overwhelms me with 
excitement and I am proud to 
be part of it. 
This school has endless 
potential and a spirit that 
overflows with love and inclu-
sivity. I want to ensure that our 
school’s new chapter starts 
on the highest note and that 
we will all be proud members 
of this beautiful, diverse and 
unique community. 

hello
to decades of

www.hellomarketing.co.za | info@hellomarketing.co.za

Congratulations Riverwood College! 

School spirit overflows with love and inclusivitySchool spirit overflows with love and inclusivity

Head boy, Vuyo Tshingana and head girl, Liza Kruger
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To honour Voortrekker High 
School and Gert Maritz Primary 
School, we want to keep Vories 
and Gerries at the heart of our 
foundation.  With this in mind, 
we have started the Vories and 
Gerries Legacy Project.
The project is intended to keep 
the old and the new together. 
We hope to establish a rich 
community of old boys and 
old girls that will uphold the 
memories and history of the 
two schools while embracing 
and supporting Riverwood 
College. The legacy centre will 
hold an official opening later 
this year as Old Vories and 

Gerries unite to support their 
schools’ history.
An entire museum has been 
dedicated to Voortrekker and 
Gert Maritz to keep cherished 
memories and memorabilia 
safe. We hope it will become 
a living space, where old 
Vories and Gerries can hold 
reunions and celebrate special 
occasions. 
Riverwood College strives 
to maintain a healthy and 
happy relationship with the 
community that moulded 
the foundation that we now 
build our school on. Forward, 
Vorentoe, Phambili.

RUSSELL HIGH SCHOOL
ESTASLISHED IN 1879

Russell High wishes Riverwood College 
every success as they begin their new chapter.

Tel: 033 342 4631
Cnr 149 Hoosen Haffejee Street & Peter Kerchhoff Street

Pietermartizburg, 3201
www.russellhigh.co.za

Legacy project to unite old and newLegacy project to unite old and new
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Riverwood College is nestled in the heart  of

the vibrant valley that is Pietermaritzburg. Our

school is proudly based at the old Voortrekker

Campus. 

Where we're based

Tel: 033 342 2214

info@riverwoodcollege.co.za

PARALLEL-MEDIUM

CO - EDUCATIONAL

GRADE RRR - GRADE 12

Open day
03 February 2024

We offer
Academic Excellence
A Diverse Sports programme
Cultural Activities
Boarding for High School learners
Christian based ethos

1 Cordwalles Road, Pietermaritzburg

FOLLOW US!

VOORTREKKER HIGH SCHOOL & 
GERT MARITZ PRIMARY SCHOOL 

WELL WISHES TO

ON THEIR MERGER 
AS RIVERWOOD COLLEGE

Scottsville Primary School extends its 
congratulations to Riverwood College 

on the recent name change. 
We wish you continued success in your 

academic pursuits.
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Wishing Riverwood College
a cheerful journey as they move forward

in this next chapter.
d

The foundation stones of Riverwood CollegeThe foundation stones of Riverwood College

227 Hoosen Haffajee Street
Pietermaritzburg, 3201

Tel: 033 345 7926
E-mail: info@rdyaa.co.za

www.facebook.com/rydaa001

Congratulations and all the 
best for the future! 

Vision:
To be a leading school providing a holistic education to 
nurture balanced, happy and successful individuals.

Visie
Om ‘n toonaangewende skool te wees wat ‘n holistiese 
opvoeding verskaf om gebalanseerde, gelukkige en 
suksesvolle individue op te voed.

Mission:
A unique campus in the heart of Pietermaritzburg provides 
a parallel medium, co-ed education from infancy to Grade 
12.

We create a supportive environment where dedicated 
professionals encourage learners to foster individual 
excellence through good discipline and continuous 
development based on Christian values and mutual respect.

Missie:
‘n Unieke kampus in die hart van Pietermaritzburg bied 
parallelmedium, gemengde-opvoeding van kindsbeen tot 
gr 12.
Ons skep ‘n ondersteunende omgewing waar toegewyde, 
professionele personeel leerders aanmoedig om 
uitnemendheid te bevorder met behulp van goeie dissipline 
en deurlopende ontwikkeling, geskoei op Christelike 
waardes en wedersydse respek.

Purpose:
Making a difference by being the difference: 

Instilling integrity, trustworthiness and developing problem-
solving skills in all spheres of school life.

Doel:
Om ‘n verskil te maak deur die verskil te wees:

Die vestiging van integriteit, betroubaarheid en die 
ontwikkeling van probleemoplossingsvaardighede in alle 
sfere van die skoollewe.

Our Core Values:
Respect, Integrity, Love, Resilience

Ons Kernwaardes:
Respek, Integriteit, Liefde, Veerkragtigheid
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NORTHERN PARKNORTHERN PARKNORTHERN PARKNORTHERN PARKNORTHERN PARKNORTHERN PARKNORTHERN PARK

25 Allan Hirst Drive| Chase Valley | Pietermaritzburg | 3201 

033 342 3222 admissions@npps.co.za

www.npps.co.za

Northern Park Primary School

NORTHERN PARKNORTHERN PARKNORTHERN PARKNORTHERN PARKNORTHERN PARKNORTHERN PARKNORTHERN PARKNORTHERN PARKNORTHERN PARK

ADMISSIONS FOR 2025 
NOW OPEN

Persevere withPersevere withPersevere withPersevere withPersevere with

Grade RR - 7

Wishing River Wood College all the best Wishing River Wood College all the best 
on their future endeavors may they always on their future endeavors may they always 

Persevere with HopePersevere with Hope
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Die oorsprong van ons wapenDie oorsprong van ons wapen

A NEW BEGINNING...A NEW BEGINNING...
IT’S A PROCESSIT’S A PROCESS

Pick n Pay Victoria Road 
wishing our neighbor 

Riverwood College 
all of the best with their 

new venture.

157 Victoria Road, Pietermaritzburg
Tel. 033 345 4192
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A NEW BEGINNING...A NEW BEGINNING...
IT’S A PROCESSIT’S A PROCESS
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De Heus South Africa wishes Riverwood College the very best 
on their exciting new journey. We are proud to be a partner and 
look forward to more positive and successful growth in the 
next generation of the South African youth. 

www.deheus.co.za | 031 785 1575 | infosa@deheus.com 

Tel. 031- 4598300
53 500
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While some Chatsworth

schools received an 80 per-

cent pass rate and above in

the NSC examinations, no

schools in the area pro-

duced pupils in the top-per-

forming ranks of the

province. In the past years,

many Chatsworth schools

produced top matric pupils,

but not a single child in

Chatsworth’s class of 2023

featured in the top ten, let

alone in the top 30. MPL

Maggie Govender told the

Rising Sun that this is

somewhat disappointing as

there are normally one or

two pupils from public

schools in Chatsworth and Phoenix, who are al-

ways featured in the list of top performers in the

province. MPL Govender said, “Chatsworth was

unfortunately a no-show in the list of provincial

top achievers. Nevertheless, congratulations to

the matric class of 2023. You have achieved out-

standing results and we must salute you. To

those, who have not achieved the desired results,

do not despair- you can and must try again.” She

noted with concern that schools in Chatsworth

and Phoenix did not have pupils in the top-per-

forming ranks of the province as well. “We will

need to find out what has happened. Some of the

schools, such as Kharwastan Secondary and

Queensburgh Girls High, have performed very

well and have achieved a 98 percent plus matric

pass rate. We must acknowledge this and also

give credit to the pupils, who

achieved A and B symbols in

the various subjects. It still

would have been good to have

seen pupils from Chatsworth

and Phoenix ranked amongst

the best in KwaZulu-Natal. We

are also concerned about the

drop in the pass rate at schools,

such as Witteklip Secondary

and Chatsworth Secondary and

we urge parents, teachers and

pupils to work hard in 2024 to

improve their matric results,”

she continued. MPL Govender

schooled at Chatsworth Sec-

ondary when it was known as

one of the premier high schools

in KZN, producing pupils, who

went on to occupy high positions in every facet

of society. “I would like to see such schools

going back to their former glory. We would like

to work with schools that have not performed

very well and support them to improve their ac-

ademic performance. 2024 must be the year

when our schools and pupils shine,” she con-

cluded. Minister of Basic Education, Angie Mot-

shekga announced the 2023 matric results, last

week. The results produced by the class of 2023

were the best since the dawn of democracy. The

Free State province emerged as one of the top

three performers, securing the highest pass rate

of 89 percent, followed by KwaZulu-Natal with

an 86, 4 percent pass rate, and Gauteng as the

third-best performer with an 85, 4 percent pass

rate.

‘Chatsworth a no-show for

top matric achievers’

A 10-year-old boy’s excitement for

both the first day of school and his

birthday came to a tragic halt on

Wednesday after he and his older sis-

ter received news of their heroic

mum’s death when she was struck by

a truck while attending an accident

scene. Tributes have poured in for the

fallen police officer, Cnst Nozipho Im-

maculate Zuma, who was stationed at

Bellair SAPS after a stint at the

Chatsworth station. She was described

as committed to the cause of policing

in her precinct. On that fateful day,

Cnst Zuma, who had celebrated her

birthday less than a week prior, and

her partner were called out to the

scene of an accident on the M7 High-

way. According to police reports, both

Pro Secure and Metro Police were also

at the scene as they awaited a tow

truck to help clear the carnage. Min-

utes later, however, a truck which has

been claimed to have been speeding

downhill uncontrollably, hit all three

of the vehicles of the services men-

tioned above. The Metro vehicle was

first, sustaining major damage before

the Pro Secure Hilux, was hit before

rolling over. Next was the Bellair

SAPS Toyota Urban Cruiser, where

Cnst Zuma sat before she attempted to

escape, but was struck with the vehi-

cle, with her body ending up a dis-

tance from her original position. ALS

Paramedics spokesperson, Garrith

Jamieson, explained the incident.

“ALS Paramedics attended to a seri-

ous truck accident on the M7 Durban

Bound just before the N2 bridge and

stabilised and transported two patients

to hospital when they received numer-

ous calls for assistance for a second-

ary accident that had occurred at the

same location. Upon arrival, para-

medics found total carnage after a

truck had somehow lost control while

emergency personnel were preparing

to recover the truck and ploughed into

the first scene. The truck hit two po-

lice vehicles, two trucks and two cars

before leaving the roadway, coming to

rest down the embankment. Three

people sustained injuries ranging from

moderate to severe and were stabilised

at the scene by paramedics before

being transported to a nearby Durban

hospital. Unfortunately, a female po-

lice officer, believed to have been in

her 30s, was struck by the truck and

sustained fatal injuries. There was

nothing more paramedics could do for

her, and she was declared dead at the

scene,” said Jamieson. Friends and

colleagues are mourning the loss of

Cnst Zuma, having held a prayer out-

side the Bellair police station recently,

with CPFs, the SAPS, Metro and

members of the community in atten-

dance. Chairman of the Bellair CPF,

Riki Devnarain, expressed his empa-

thy to those, who were closest to the

38-year-old woman.  “She was a new

constable, but she was someone who

was working very hard with the CPF

and the patrollers to bridge the gap.

MPL Maggie Govender has committed

to working with schools that have not

achieved the desired results in an ef-

fort to help them improve their aca-

demic performance. 

Bellair constable killed

on son’s 10th birthday 

She is going to be sorely missed.

We did get some groceries that

were sponsored. Additionally,

Malvern CPF reached out to us-

they wanted to contribute, be it

groceries or cash. We will liaise

with the station. We will purchase

the groceries and if there is any

cash, we will hand it over to the

family. She was the mother to two

children. Her son turned 10 on the

day that she died. Her daughter is

15. I went with the colonel and

one other member to her home in

Hammarsdale and her mum is dis-

traught. I don’t know the hus-

band’s situation. As the CPF, we

want to honour her memory, and

all the collections are for her chil-

dren and her mum, as her mother

will now take care of the chil-

dren,” he explained. Her fellow

officers explained that Cnst Zuma

was a disciplined and respectful

individual, who took her time to

greet everyone at the station be-

fore starting her work. “She did

everything to the tee. She joined

the crime prevention unit last year

and was excellent because she

loved her job. The crime in the

area dropped since she arrived.

This is the first time that some-

thing like this has happened in our

station. We have never lost a

member like this. On that day, she

came in and had to go to work-

then she was gone. We are all

mourning- we are hurt and heart-

broken,” said one officer. Col-

league and friend, Cnst Happyness

Mkhize, explained that before

joining the SAPS, Cnst Zuma was

a reservist. “She was a fun person

who loved people- she would al-

ways go the extra mile to help oth-

ers. She was on a Facebook group

called Ladies House where she of-

fered help to random women and

solved their issues in life. She was

a person who brought peace and

she did not like fights. I know that

she was invested in her Bible stud-

ies but had stopped a while back.

She was planning on getting back

into her studies. She was also the

breadwinner in her family and she

loved her husband, children, sib-

lings and mother- she would go all

out in supporting them. She was a

good soul,” said Cnst Mkhize. Ac-

cording to her colleagues, a braai

was planned for February 1, to

celebrate the birthdays of all those

who were born in January. Her

husband, Nhlanhla Dlamini, said

that he is at a loss for words. “She

loved her kids and family and was

very close to her

mother- they did not

go a day without

speaking. We live in

Luganda and she in-

vested in a lot of char-

ity work. She loved to

laugh and see other

people happy. She

was very sociable.

She loved her work

and dedicated herself

to it. Our children are

inconsolable right

now, especially our

son because she died

on his birthday. I am

also heartbroken, I do

not have the words to

express the sadness

and loss in my heart,”

concluded Dlamini. 

Cnst Nozipho Immaculate Zuma died after being struck by a truck on

the M7 on Wednesday. 

Kwazulu-Natal Edition

Thursday 25 January 2024

See story on page 2

LOVER’S ARMSLOVER’S ARMSLOVER’S ARMS   

COULDN’T COULDN’T COULDN’T 
SAVE SAVE SAVE NQOBILE!NQOBILE!NQOBILE!

Nqobile Ncentane’s 

sister said she has 

been traumatised by 

what she saw.   

  Photo by Khaya Masipa
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DAGGERS OUT FOR MOLEKO
 . . . Group asks DCEO to probe him . . . NGOs say he overstepped his mandate . . . Expo proceeds despite AG advice
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SAM
Matekane.

SADC team expected next week to help resolve crisis . . .

As army boss digs in and vows to protect PM from ouster . . .

Matekane runs to SADC 
Story on page 2

Former premiers condemn security agencies

Letsoela remains 
Gvt at risk of losing MCC Compact
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Siya Special:

ALSO INTERVIEWS  
WITH…

    • Middendorp: It’s not about the money

• Ndlovu: I had to be honest  

with coach Riveiro
• Mayambela: Cape Town City  

has a better chance

alal:

How Downs are better than Chiefs!
Why have  Man U  been so inconsistent?

Inqaku invest in 
amateur football
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